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One  Room  and  Some  Straw  Mats 

AN  ancient  king  once  ordered  a  nation  of  serfs  in  his  domain  to  make  bricks 
without  straw.  They  found  it  impossible,  and  their  failure  has  always 
been  a  synonym  for  any  attempt  to  achieve  success  without  the  use  of  neces¬ 
sary  equipment.  The  following  paragraph  from  a  missionary  letter  received 
from  Africa  tells  how  impossible  it  is  to  do  adequate  medical  service  under 
unfavorable  conditions. 

Our  hospital  consists  of  one  room  with  straw  mats  for  a  partition  to 
separate  the  men  from  the  women.  Five  board  beds  on  each  side  of  the  mats, 
and  a  little  stove,  make  up  the  equipment.  Each  bed  has  a  straw  mat  to  act 
as  both  springs  and  mattress,  the  native  furnishing  his  own  blanket.  This 
may  be  somewhat  interesting,  but  the  real  interest  comes  about  nine  or  ten 
o’clock  at  night,  when  on  entering  the  hospital  one  finds  the  beds  occupied 
with  patients.  More  of  the  same  are  on  the  floor  with  friends  and  relatives, 
who  must  cook  and  care  for  the  sick.  They  lie  side  by  side  in  blankets,  so 
close  that  the  floor  can  scarcely  be  seen,  while  food  for  all  lies  in  corners  or  on 
shelves  or  all  along  the  sides  of  the  room.  Here  or  there  a  baby  is  crying 
because  it  is  in  pain  or  its  mother  is  too  sick  to  nurse  it;  some  patients  are 
coughing,  some  are  groaning  with  pain  or  in  fevers  of  from  ioi  degrees  to  107 
degrees;  many  are  suffering  from  pneumonia  and  dysentery  stirred  up  with 
malaria.  Such  a  picture  represents  a  scene  where  sleeping  sickness  would  be 
almost  welcome,  but  a  place  from  which  such  poor  sufferers  are  banished. 
We  can  give  our  time,  we  can  prescribe  drugs,  but  it  takes  money  to  make  room 
for  the  suffering  sick,  to  give  them  fresh  air,  to  keep  them  in  their  proper  wards, 
to  isolate  one  disease  from  a  different  one,  to  give  relief  to  the  hundreds  of 
poor  souls  now  unhelped,  to  provide  proper  sanitation,  to  provide  a  room  where 
an  operation  can  be  carried  on  with  some  reasonable  degree  of  asepsis,  or  to 
provide  a  place  for  maternity  cases. 

The  marvel  of  the  age  is  the  success  of  foreign  missions  under  conditions 
such  as  these.  How  much  more  could  be  accomplished  were  the  missionaries 
to  have  proper  facilities  for  service!  Hospitals,  schools,  churches  and  other 
foreign  mission  agencies  must  depend  on  adequate  equipment  to  the  same 
extent  that  such  equipment  is  essential  to  the  success  of  similar  institutions 
at  home.  A  fair  question  to  ask  is  whether  the  Baptist  denomination  has  the 
right  to  send  a  missionary  to  a  distant  land  with  the  expectation  of  giving  his 
life  in  service  and  then  fail  to  furnish  him  the  necessary  tools  with  which  to  work. 
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A  Macedonian  Call  from 
Kengtung. 

A  remarkable  opportunity  as  described  in 
a  recent  letter  from  Rev.  W.  M.  Young. 

rJ''HIRTEEN  thousand  converts 
have  been  baptized  on  the  Keng- 
tung  field  in  the  extreme  east  of 
Burma.  About  4,500  of  them  are  on 
the  Chinese  side  of  the  line.  With 
the  exception  of  eight  churches  near 
the  border,  these  converts  have  not 
been  organized  and  it  will  be  impos¬ 
sible  to  do  so  until  a  permanent 
station  is  opened  in  China.  This  is 
of  vital  importance  now.  When  the 
first  ingathering  took  place  on  this 
field  eleven  years  ago,  within  a  month 
groups  came  from  across  the  China 
border,  both  of  the  Wa  and  Lahu 
tribes,  begging  us  to  come  to  them 
at  once  with  the  gospel.  This  same 
appeal  has  been  sounding  ever  since. 

Local  Christians  toured  the  section 
from  the  start.  Parties  who  became 
Christians  and  were  living  in  Keng- 
tung  carried  the  message  back  to  their 
friends  in  China.  In  1907  Rev. 
C.  B.  Antisdel  and  I  made  a  tour 
into  China  and  baptized  1,567  on 
that  trip.  The  next  year  two  of  our 
strongest  workers  made  a  tour  ac¬ 
companied  by  local  workers.  Every 
year  since,  the  section  has  been  toured. 
The  school  boys  spend  their  vacation 
touring  among  their  own  people. 
Reports  have  been  most  gratifying. 
It  was  evident  when  we  were  in  China 
in  1907  that  ten  thousand  converts 
would  have  been  baptized  in  a  short 
time  if  we  could  have  worked  the 
field  then. 

The  groups  of  school  boys  have 
been  able  to  do  better  work  each 
year  because  of  better  training.  The 
reports  this  year  are  very  encourag¬ 


ing.  The  students  traveled  two  or 
three  weeks  in  separate  groups  of 
two  to  three  men  each,  and  then 
came  together  and  selected  a  group 
to  come  and  report  to  me  at  the 
Mong  Yang  Association.  Two  of 
the  trained  workers  also  made  more 
extensive  tours,  so  we  have  sufficient 
data  to  make  a  clear  account  of  the 
present  situation  and  outlook. 

Abstracts  from  the  reports  of  some 
of  the  groups,  and  a  few  statements 
from  the  trained  workers,  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  vast  opportunity 
and  the  force  of  the  call  for  advance 
work.  One  group  reported  visiting 
eighteen  villages  with  1,528  houses. 
Almost  all  the  inhabitants  gave 
earnest  heed  to  their  messages  and 
expressed  a  readiness  to  accept  at 
once  if  work  were  begun  there. 
Other  villages  said  they  were  anxious 
to  be  baptized  now,  if  only  native 
ordained  men  could  be  sent  to  them. 
At  Awng  Kak,  a  group  of  four  vil¬ 
lages  with  200  houses,  and  at  Ho 
Hko,  a  village  of  130  houses,  all 
desired  baptism.  The  latter  village 
has  probably  had  more  religious 
training  than  any  other  village  in 
that  section.  Another  group  reported 
five  villages  of  315  houses  where  all 
desired  to  be  baptized.  At  two  other 
villages  of  140  houses  and  120  houses 
respectively  all  desired  to  be  bap¬ 
tized.  The  villages  reported  above 
are  mostly  of  the  Wa  tribe  and  are 
comparatively  large,  with  from  two 
to  six  families  per  house,  thus  rep¬ 
resenting  a  large  population.  The 
teachers  stopped  a  few  days  at  Ho 
Hko  village,  and  eighteen  villages 
from  the  surrounding  country  sent 
in  representatives  saying  their  entire 
villages  desired  baptism  at  once. 
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The  worst  drawback  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Kengtung  field  toward 
self-support  is  the  small  size  of  the 
villages.  Very  few  villages  number 
above  twenty  houses,  and  by  far  the 
larger  number  have  less  than  ten 
houses.  But  in  this  northern  field 
the  villages  among  the  Wa  tribe  are 
nearly  all  large,  and  many  have  ioo 
houses  per  village.  Only  one  village 
in  Kengtung  State  has  more  than 
200  baptized  converts,  whereas  in  the 
village  farthest  north  where  we  have 
any  baptized  in  China,  a  village  of 
ioo  houses,  263  have  been  baptized, 
and  if  all  the  converts  there  were 
baptized  the  number  would  probably 
exceed  400.  The  trained  workers 
stopped  a  week  at  this  village.  About 
two  hours’  walk  are  two  villages  near 
together  with  100  houses,  all  desiring 
baptism.  Many  other  villages  are 
near  and  would  be  ready  for  baptism 
in  a  short  time. 

I  have  only  mentioned  a  few  iso¬ 
lated  villages.  Multiply  the  few  I 
have  given  until  you  have  several 
hundred  Wa  villages  and  several 
hundred  Lahu  villages,  and  you  have 
the  field  and  the  opportunity.  In 
the  past  we  have  laid  emphasis  on 
efforts  among  the  Lahu.  Without 
detracting  from  this  I  wish  to  lay 
stronger  emphasis  on  the  Wa  work. 
They  are  a  sturdy,  independent 
people,  their  villages  are  large  and 
the  population  is  dense.  Their  in¬ 
tellectual  and  spiritual  development 
in  school  has  greatly  increased  my 
respect  for  the  tribe.  In  the  opinion 
of  one  of  the  political  officers  here, 
who  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 
Wa  and  Kachin  country,  the  Wa  will 
outnumber  the  Kachins  of  Burma 
three  to  one.  We  already  have 
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three  central  stations  for  work  among 
the  Kachins  and  we  certainly  should 
make  an  effort  to  establish  settled 
work  for  the  Wa  people,  for  it  is 
certain  that  we  would  have  several 
times  as  many  converts  from  the 
Wa  in  one  year  as  we  have  all  told 
among  the  Kachins  up  to  date. 
Here  is  a  vast  field  that  should  be 
worked  by  our  Baptist  Board.  No 
such  opportunity  is  open  in  any  other 
field  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  such 
an  opportunity  is  open  before  any 
board  on  any  field. 

For  ten  years  they  have  been  in¬ 
cessantly  begging  us  to  come  and 
open  permanent  work.  No  less  than 
125  villages  have  been  visited  by 
our  workers  on  a  single  tour.  These 
are  representative  of  many  more  that 
w'ere  located  near  those  visited.  The 
appeal  in  every  case  has  been,  “  Come, 
come  to  us  quickly  with  the  bread 
of  life.”  We  have  received  every 
assurance  of  their  sincerity  and  readi¬ 
ness  to  accept  the  gospel.  Shall  we 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  these  pleading  calls? 

These  people  are  anxious  for  leaders, 
and  if  true  leaders  are  not  sent  they 
will  follow  the  false.  Already  the 
Buddhists  are  trying  hard  to  win 
them.  Shall  they  be  taught  to  follow 
11  the  Light  of  the  World,”  or  “  the 
blight  of  Asia,” — Buddhism?  This  is 
the  question  before  us  now.  If  we 
open  this  work  on  a  proper  basis  and 
give  them  the  gospel  I  have  no  doubt 
we  will  soon  have  more  converts  on 
this  field  to  the  north  than  we  have 
in  all  Burma  to-day.  This  ingather¬ 
ing  would  give  a  new  impetus  to  our 
mission  work  and  would  be  an  in¬ 
spiration  toward  increasing  mission¬ 
ary  offerings.  Now  is  the  critical 
time.  Shall  we  heed  the  call? 
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Two  Recent  Calamities 

NEXPECTED  emergiencies  are 
especially  liable  to  occur  in  the 
work  of  foreign  missions.  Since  they 
can  never  be  foreseen,  no  financial 
provision  can  be  made  for  them. 
As  a  result  the  funds  of  the  Society 
are  severely  taxed  whenever  the 
Board  are  called  upon  to  provide  for 
some  sudden  disaster. 

The  present  fiscal  year  has  already 
witnessed  two  trying  emergencies 
for  which  no  financial  provision  could 
have  been  made  in  advance.  The 
night  before  Easter  Sunday,  when 
the  year  was  but  three  days  old, 
a  very  destructive  cyclone  swept 
across  Assam  and  did  incalculable 
damage.  Gigantic  trees  that  have 
laughed  at  the  storms  of  centuries 
were  mown  down  like  stalks  of 
grain  before  a  reaper.  Practically 
all  of  the  residences,  chapel,  school 
and  dormitory  buildings  owned  by  the 
Society  at  Gauhati  were  seriously 
damaged.  The  wind  tore  out  doors 
and  windows,  torrents  of  water  flooded 
the  rooms  and  enormous  hailstones 
crashed  through  the  roofs.  More 
than  $1,000  will  be  required  to  re¬ 
pair  the  ruined  buildings. 

Several  weeks  later  another  disaster 
occurred  at  Shanghai.  One  of  the 
missionary  houses,  accommodating 
two  families,  was  destroyed  by  fire 
and  both  families  were  made  home¬ 
less.  Only  the  walls  of  the  building 
remain,  the  flames  having  devoured 
everything,  including  considerable  per¬ 
sonal  property,  such  as  books,  papers 
and  clothing.  More  than  $3,000  will 
be  required  to  rebuild  this  house. 

These  recent  disasters  have  called 
forth  immediate  appropriations  from 
regular  funds.  This  will  seriously 


handicap  the  work  or  cause  a  deficit  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Only  an  increase 
in  contributions  will  avoid  this  and  at 
the  same  time  provide  for  these  un¬ 
expected  needs. 


The  Handbook 

HE  annual  illustrated  Handbook 
has  just  come  from  the  press. 
The  edition  is  limited  and  persons 
desiring  copies  should  apply  at  once. 
The  Handbook  will  be  sent  postpaid 
to  any  address  upon  receipt  of  25 
cents.  Address,  Literature  Depart¬ 
ment,  Box  41,  Boston,  Mass. 


Stereopticon  Lectures 

ASTORS  who  are  planning  for 
the  fall  and  winter  work  in  their 
churches  are  invited  to  make  use  of 
the  stereopticon  lectures  furnished 
by  the  Society.  Sets  of  slides  are 
kept  in  the  offices  of  the  District 
Secretaries,  thus  reducing  the  trans¬ 
portation  charges  to  a  minimum. 
Write  to  the  Literature  Department 
for  a  descriptive  folder  giving  com¬ 
plete  information.  A  large  evening 
audience  will  invariably  attend  such 
a  stereopticon  lecture. 


The  Annual  Report 

HE  1915  Annual  Report  is  ready 
for  general  distribution.  Pastors 
and  others  interested  in  foreign  mis¬ 
sions  ought  to  have  a  copy  in  order 
to  learn  of  the  achievements  on  all 
the  mission  fields  during  the  past 
year.  A  copy  will  be  sent  to  any 
address  upon  receipt  of  ten  cents  to 
cover  the  cost  of  mailing. 
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Our  Future  Foreign  Policy 

npHE  present  foreign  policy  of  the  United  States  is  receiving  world-wide  atten¬ 
tion.  Many  political  writers  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  be  a  deciding 
factor  at  the  election  in  November. 

In  many  respects  a  similar  situation  faces  our  denomination  in  the  territory 
of  the  Northern  Baptist  Convention.  What  is  to  be  our  “foreign  policy”  during 
the  coming  years  and  how  will  it  influence  the  closing  of  the  fiscal  year  next 
March?  In  an  unprecedented  hour  of  the  world’s  history  surely  we  shall  not 
be  found  lagging  in  the  ranks.  Like  a  clarion  call  from  across  the  sea  comes  the 
report  that  the  English  Baptist  Society,  in  a  year  when  we  should  naturally  ex¬ 
pect  their  hearts  to  be  filled  with  the  war’s  immediate  interests,  not  only  report 
no  deficit  - — -  for  the  first  time  in  four  years  —  but  an  actual  increase  in  their  offer¬ 
ings  along  all  lines,  including  the  largest  children’s  offering  in  sixty-two  years. 
Shall  the  prosperity  of  peace  stimulate  us  less  than  the  anguish  of  war  ? 

We  are  now  well  into  another  fiscal  year  in  the  history  of  our  missionary 
achievement.  Of  particular  interest  therefore  is  a  financial  forecast  indicating 
what  is  needed  in  order  to  have  adequate  provision  for  the  work  of  the  current 
year.  This  forecast  has  been  carefully  prepared  and  is  submitted  herewith  for 
the  attention  of  the  denomination  as  we  consider  our  future  foreign  policy. 


FINANCIAL  FORECAST  1916-1917 

Actual  Receipts  from  Churches  ■ — •  1915-1916 . 

Actual  Receipts  from  Individuals —  1915-1916 

Less  adjustments  account  transfer  to  Permanent  Funds,  etc. 
Anticipated  Income  from  other  sources  - —  1916-1917 


Matured  Annuities . 

Legacies .  . 

Income  from  Permanent  Funds . 

Miscellaneous . 

Total . 

Budget  1916-1917 .  .  #911,781.00 

F orecast ,  as  above .  8 1 5 , 5 1 4 .00 

Extra  amount  needed  to  prevent  deficit .  #96,267.00 

Fifteen  per  cent,  increase  expected  from  churches  in 

view  of  the  Five  Year  Program  objective .  63 ,63 1 .00 


Balance  which  must  be  secured  from  other  sources 
during  the  year  in  addition  to  the  anticipated  1 5% 
increase  from  churches . 


#424,212 .00 

214,227.00 

16,325.00 

90,500.00 

66,250.00 

4,000.00 

#815,514.00 


#32,636.00 
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This  statement  of  the  situation  is  made  in  order  that  the  whole  constituency 
may  know  the  facts.  Undoubtedly  Northern  Baptists  have  the  money  and  could 
easily  pay  the  fifteen  per  cent,  increase  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Society  and  to  all 
other  interests  this  year  if  the  whole  missionary  enterprise  were  conceived  of  as 
a  spiritual  undertaking. 

If  Northern  Baptists  fail  this  year  it  will  not  be  a  financial  failure  but  a  spir¬ 
itual  failure,  which  would  be  far  more  humiliating.  The  real  question  is,  have 
we  the  mind  and  spirit  of  the  Master  and  shall  we  measure  up  to  his  expectations 
of  us  at  this  delicate  and  critical  hour?  The  spirit  of  the  Convention  at  Minne¬ 
apolis  was  unmistakable.  With  the  same  spirit  of  prayer  and  consecration  to 
our. great  task  spreading  through  our  churches  this  year  we  see  the  possibility  of 
a  glorious  victory. 


Five  Year  Program  Notes 

Do  not  forget  that  Sunday,  October  29,  has 
been  designated  as  Five  Year  Program  Day. 


A  new  pamphlet  entitled,  “Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  and  the  Five  Year  Program”  will  shortly 
come  from  the  press.  It  is  interesting,  well 
worth  reading  and  will  be  sent  free  on  ap¬ 
plication  to  your  District  Secretary  or  to 
the  Literature  Department. 


The  October  number  of  “MISSIONS”  will 
be  devoted  almost  entirely  to  the  Five  Year 
Program  and  will  appear  about  October  1. 
Be  sure  to  secure  a  copy.  If  you  are  not  a 
subscriber  it  would  be  eminently  fitting  to- 
begin  your  subscription  with  that  number. 


The  denominational  papers  in  their  issue  of 
August  3 1  published  a  brief,  interesting  report 
of  the  progress  of  the  Five  Year  Program  in 
the  South  China  Mission.  This  is  one  of  the 
many  things  you  miss  if  you  do  not  subscribe 
to  a  denominational  paper.  In  addition  to 
“MISSIONS”  at  least  one  denominational 
paper  ought  to  be  in  every  Baptist  home. 
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^OPIES  of  The  Bulletin  will  be 
furnished  free  to  pastors  for  distri¬ 
bution  in  churches  on  application  to 
their  District  Secretaries. 


Missionary  Speakers 

JDASTORS  who  desire  to  have  mis¬ 
sionaries  direct  from  the  field  speak 
in  their  churches  should  correspond 
with  their  District  Secretaries  as  early 
as  possible,  as  the  number  of  those  who 
can  engage  in  such  work  is  limited. 
The  calls  coming  for  missionaries  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  months  are  always  more 
than  can  be  filled,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  arrangements  be  made  for  such 
missionary  visits  prior  to  rather  than 
after  the  month  of  March. 


Specific  Giving 

pERSONS  desiring  to  give  to  “speci¬ 
fic  objects”,  such  as  the  salary  of  a 
missionary,  maintenance  of  a  hospi¬ 
tal,  support  of  a  native  preacher, 
teacher,  pupil  or  orphan,  will  find  the 
Station  Plan  most  satisfactory.  One 
advantage  among  many  that  can  be 
mentioned  is  that  such  gifts  count  on 
the  church  apportionment.  News  Let¬ 
ters  direct  from  the  field  are  furnished 
quarterly  to  all  “shareholders.”  For 
information  and  a  pamphlet  outlining 
the  plan,  address  Station  Plan,  Box  41, 
Boston,  Mass. 


P  II  V.  B  IT  I.  I.  E  T  I  N 


The  New  Home  Secretary 


p'OR  the  information  of  readers  of 
The  Bulletin  we  publish  in  this 
issue  a  photograph  of  Dr.  Aitehison 
who  began  his  duties  as  Home  Secre¬ 
tary  on  June  15.  His  genial  person¬ 
ality  and  his  fine  spirit  have  already 
won  for  him  the  highest  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  is  asso¬ 
ciated  in  the  foreign  mission  enterprise. 


Stereopticon  Lectures 

A  NUMBER  of  stereopticon  lectures 
are  furnished  by  the  Society  for 
use  in  churches  equipped  with  a  stere¬ 
opticon  lantern.  Sets  of  slides  are  kept 
in  the  offices  of  the  District  Secretaries, 
thus  reducing  the  transportation 
charges  to  a  minimum.  A  typewritten 
description  accompanies  each  set  of 
slides,  making  it  easy  for  any  one  to  de¬ 
liver  the  lecture.  Write  to  the  Litera¬ 
ture  Department  for  a  descriptive 
folder  giving  complete  information.  A 
large  evening  audience  will  generally 
attend  such  a  stereopticon  lecture,  and 
opportunity  is  thus  afforded  for  a  very 
interesting  and  helpful  service. 


Bondholders  of  the  Kingdom 

ANY  persons  feel  a  sincere  desire 
to  make  substantial  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  work  of  foreign  missions 
but  arc  prevented  from  doing  so  be¬ 
cause  they  arc  in  need  of  the  income  on 
their  capital. 

The  annuity  plan  was  adopted  to 
meet  just  such  contingencies.  By 
purchasing  an  Annuity  Bond  the 
annuitant  has  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  upon  his  death  the  prin¬ 
cipal  will  be  used  for  the  work  of  the 
Society  and  at  the  same  time  he  re¬ 
ceives,  as  long  as  he  lives,  an  income  at 
a  much  higher  rate  than  could  be  se¬ 
cured  in  other  legitimate  investments. 
Special  joint  or  survivorship  rates  are 
in  effect  where  two  lives  are  involved. 
If  you  are  interested  in  becoming  a 
Bondholder  of  the  Kingdom,  write  to 
Home  Secretary,  J.  Y.  Aitehison,  Box 
41,  Boston,  Mass.,  for  complete  infor¬ 
mation. 


The  Annual  Report 

HE  1916  Annual  Report  has  come 
from  the  press  and  is  now  ready 
for  general  distribution.  Pastors,  Sun¬ 
day  school  teachers,  leaders  of  mission¬ 
ary  meetings  and  others  interested  in 
foreign  missions  ought  to  have  a  copy 
in  order  to  learn  of  the  achievements  on 
all  the  mission  fields  during  the  past 
year.  A  copy  will  be  sent  to  any  ad¬ 
dress  upon  receipt  of  ten  cents  to  cover 
the  cost  of  mailing.  For  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  members  of  our  constituency 
who  attended  the  Northern  Baptist 
Convention  at  Minneapolis  attention 
is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  complete 
report  of  the  Society  appears  in  the 
1916  Convention  Annual  on  pages  427 
to  692  inclusive. 
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The  Annual  Handbook 


HETHER  or  not  you  had  copies  of  the  Handbook  of  previous  years,  you 


will  certainly  want  a  copy  this  year.  The  1916  Handbook  has  just  come 
from  the  press  and  is  more  attractive  than  ever.  It  is  beautifully  illustrated 
and  gives  an  amazing  amount  of  information  regarding  Baptist  foreign  mission 
work.  More  than  thirty  pages  are  devoted  to  interesting  incidents  and  experi¬ 
ences  on  the  various  mission  fields,  and  a  complete  set  of  colored  maps  for  all 
the  fields  is  bound  in  each  volume. 

■An  entirely  new  feature  has  been  included  this  year.  It  comprises  a  com¬ 
plete  list  of  the  128  mission  stations,  together  with  a  description,  statistics,  mis¬ 
sionary  staff  and  forms  of  work  at  each  station.  In'order  to  describe  this  feature 
more  in  detail  the  following  section  regarding  the  Ongole  station  in  South  India 
is  reproduced  herewith. 


66.  Ongole  (On-gole')  1866.  Ongole  is  a  town  of  13,000  inhabitants  on  the 


Madras-Calcutta  Railway,  181  miles  north  of  Madras.  The  name  is  identified 
with  one  of  the  greatest  ingatherings  in  the  history  of  missions,  in  connection  with 
which  2,222  persons  were  baptized  in  a  single  day.  Prayer  Meeting  Hill  is  a  little 
distance  away.  J.  E.  Clough,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  J.  M.  Baker  have  been  the  two 
missionaries  permanently  designated  to  this  station  from  its  inception,  though 
others  have  substituted  during  furloughs.  Rev.  J.  A.  Curtis  who  was  on  this  field 
during  Mr.  Baker’s  last  furlough  reports  quite  a  forward  movement  among  the 
caste  Hindus.  There  is  a  high  school  for  boys  in  Ongole,  a  lower  school  for  girls 
under  the  Woman’s  Society,  a  normal  training  school  for  girls  and  a  higher  elemen¬ 
tary  school.  Connected  with  these  two  latter  schools  is  a  department  of  indus¬ 
tries  and  many  of  the  girls  earn  their  own  fees.  A  caste  girls’  school  is  also 
conducted  in  the  city. 

Population  in  field  330,998,  churches  7,  church  members  12,010,  baptisms 
269,  schools  155. 

Buildings:  Mission  residences,  woman’s  houses,  boys’  high  school,  girls’ 
school,  dormitories.  The  new  Clough  Memorial  Hospital  will  soon  be  erected. 

Staff:  Rev.  J.  M.  Baker,  general  work,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Baker;  Rev.  L.  E. 
Martin,  in  charge  of  boys’  high  school,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Martin;  *Miss  Sarah 
Kelly,  in  charge  of  evangelistic  work  for  women ;  *Miss  Amelia  E.  Dessa,  in  charge 
of  boys’  school;  *Miss  Susan  Roberts,  in  charge  of  girls’  school. 

At  home:  Miss  Bertha  M.  Evans. 

Last  year  the  Handbook  proved  to  be-so  popular  that  a  second  edition  was 
necessary.  It  is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  even  more  popular  this  year,  and  it 
is  therefore  recommended  that  applications  for  copies  be  made  early. 
Whatever  information  you  may  be  seeking  regarding  the  work  of  Baptist 
foreign  missions  you  will  probably  find  it  in  the  Handbook. 

The  Handbook  will  be  sent  postpaid  to  any  address  upon  receipt  of  25  cents. 
Send  for  a  copy  today. 


Address  LITERATURE  DEPARTMENT,  Box  41,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Facing  New  World  Conditions 

'JpHE  year  1916  has  passed  into  history.  What  a  year  it  has  been!  The  blood 
of  Europe  has  poured  forth  in  continuous  streams.  Generations  yet  unborn 
must  groan  under  the  burdens  of  war  debts.  Our  sister  nations  are  in  anguish. 
Their  sacrifice  is  beyond  description. 

What  of  America  —  Christian  America?  We  have  prospered.  While  Europe 
has  grown  poor  we  have  grown  rich.  Our  commerce  has  developed  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  We  now  lead  the  world.  We  have  a  fair  chance  to  hold  the  first  place 
in  commerce  for  years  to  come. 

The  eyes  of  Europe  are  fixed  upon  us;  the  non-Christian  world  is  watching  us. 
Is  prosperity  and  self-congratulation  upon  our  good  fortune  to  be  all  the  world 
shall  behold  in  Christian  America?  Whence  cometh  the  answer  to  this  question? 
It  must  come  from  the  Church  of  Christ.  Her  sons  and  daughters  are  many. 
Her  wealth  is  great  both  in  men  and  money.  She  is  stronger  than  ever  before. 
Is  her  faith  a  mockery?  Does  she  believe  in  God  and  the  power  and  efficacy  of 
the  gospel  of  his  Son?  Then  let  her  arise  and  with  courage  and  consecration 
go  forth  to  a  great  world  victory. 

While  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  shows  that  receipts  from  the  churches  are 
greater  than  they  were  a  year  ago  at  this  time,  nevertheless  the  full  fifteen  per 
cent  increase  is  needed  for  the  work  this  year  and  at  least  $32,600  more.  This 
is  no  time  to  stop  with  a  mere  fifteen  per  cent  increase  for  the  work  God  is  expect¬ 
ing  us  to  do  in  non-Christian  lands.  This  is  a  time  for  great  visions,  for  heroism, 
and  for  a  decided  advance.  The  doors  of  opportunity  are  wide  open.  If  they 
are  not  entered  immediately  they  may  be  shut.  If  we  as  Baptists  fail  to  enter 
them  now,  the  fountains  of  our  spiritual  life  will  surely  dry  up.  Europe  and  the 
non-Christian  world  will  have  looked  in  vain  for  Christian  America  to  rally  to 
the  unmistakable  call  of  God  at  the  time  of  the  world’s  greatest  crisis. 

We  are  nearing  the  close  of  our  fiscal  year.  Let  the  clarion  call  of  God  sound 
forth  from  every  pulpit  in  our  land  for  Baptists  to  advance  in  the  most  heroic, 
consecrated  and  sacrificial  giving  that  has  been  known  in  our  history.  Selfish 
ideals  are  unworthy  of  this  hour.  Let  us  turn  aside  from  mere  apportionments 
and  face  the  mighty  tasks  which  God  has  set  before  us.  Baptists  still  have  a 
mission.  Let  us  compel  the  world  to  believe  it.  Thus  will  new  spiritual  power 
come  upon  our  local  churches.  Thus  shall  the  nations  of  the  earth  realize 
that  we  in  America  were  true  to  our  Lord  in  the  hour  of  his  need. 
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Spending  Missionary  Money 


'"pHE  following  paragraphs  indicate  how  missionary  money  is  being  expended 
and  what  its  expenditure  accomplishes.  A  reading  of  these  reports  will 
show  the  varied  nature  of  the  missionary  enterprise. 


The  Making  of  a  Future  Nation 

N  the  last  few  years.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E. 

Witter  of  Gauhati,  Assam,  have  had  per¬ 
sonal  interviews  with  676  different  students 
of  Cotton  College,  many  of  whom  are  coming 
regularly  to  confer  with  them  in  regard  to 
vital  problems  of  their  individual  lives.  This 
is  indeed  an  unparalleled  opportunity  of 
ey  pgeliring  large  numbers  of  students  who 
are  destined  to  become  leaders  in  every  walk 
of  life.  Dr.  Witter  writes:  “Yesterday  we 
had  between  thirty  and  forty  students.  We 
have  nothing  special  to  attract  these  students, 
except  our  willingness  to  meet  them,  read  the 
Bible  and  other  books  with  them,  and  discuss 
their  life  problems.  We  do  not  give  teas,  or 
have  entertainments  or  plan  special  attrac¬ 
tions.  We  do  not  need  to,  as  they  come  in  such 
numbers  and  with  such  problems  as  to  use  our 
time  and  strength,  spiritual  and  intellectual,  to 
the  limit.”  Dr.  Witter’s  son,  after  visiting  his 
father  and  seeing  the  work,  writes:  “I  cannot 
imagine  a  place  of  service  where  one  could  spend 
more  time  in  direct  personal  work  for  Christ, 
meet  with  a  fuller  response  and  make  a  deeper 
impression  upon  the  life  of  India  than  here.” 

The  Finished  Product 

HE  value  of  the  work  done  at  Kurnool, 
South  India,  can  easily  be  realized  from 
the  following  abstract  taken  from  a  recent 
report:  “Our  force  of  field  workers  now  con¬ 
sists  of  seven  pastors,  seven  evangelists, 
forty-eight  teachers  and  one  colporter,  making 
a  total  of  sixty-three.  With  one  exception 
they  are  all  young  men,  educated  and  trained 
in  our  mission  school,  brought  up  under  our 
care  and  imbued  with  a  strong  evangelistic 
spirit.  These  are  the  men  who  are  carrying 
the  burdens  of  the  work,  without  murmur  or 
complaint,  in  a  spirit  of  unselfish  devotion. 
If  one  were  to  ask  what  results  have  been 
achieved  on  the  Kurnool  field,  I  should  point 
not  to  any  material  equipment  or  even  to  the 
number  of  converts,  but  to  these  young  men.” 


A  Wonderful  Opportunity 

OUR  years  ago  twenty  boys  were  studying 
in  our  mission  schools  at  Kaying,  China. 
Today  two  hundred  young  men  are  seeking 
Christian  education  at  this  one  station  where 
new  buildings  are  urgently  required.  At  that 
time  the  Kaying  church  was  contributing 
almost  nothing  to  its  own  support  but  is  now 
practically  self-supporting.  Doors  have  been 
opened  into  the  homes  of  prominent  non- 
Christian  families  and  young  men  come(  urging 
the  missionaries  to  receive  them.  One  mis¬ 
sionary  writes :  “  It  is  a  wonderful  opportunity 
to  train  men  as  Christian  preachers,  teachers, 
statesmen  and  leaders  in  their  nation.” 

Can  You  Solve  This  Problem? 

WENTY  boys  were  enrolled  in  our  Baptist 
mission  academy  at  Swatow  four  years  ago ; 
one  hundred  enrolled  at  the  last  opening  of  the 
school.  They  can  be  accommodated  only  by 
using  temporarily  the  building  of  the  Ashmore 
Theological  Seminary.  The  missionaries  are 
much  concerned  as  to  how  the  academy  can 
be  continued  when  the  Seminary  building 
must  be  used  again  for  its  original  purpose. 
Only  an  urgently  needed  new  dormitory  can 
solve  the  problem. 

Through  the  Printed  Page 

HE  American  Baptist  Mission  Press  at 
Rangoon  recently  celebrated  its  centennial 
anniversary.  Beginning  in  1816  with  a  small 
frame  hand  press  and  a  font  of  Burmese  type 
this  enterprise  has  grown  until  today  it  is  one 
of  the  finest  printing  establishments  in  the 
Orient.  The  first  works  printed  were  the 
“  View  of  the  Christian  Religion  ”  byAdoniram 
Judson  and  the  “Catechism”  by  Ann  Hassel- 
tine  Judson,  both  of  which  are  still  in  con¬ 
stant  demand.  The  Press  has  issued  the 
complete  Bible  in  four  of  the  languages  of 
Burma  and  is  ijow  printing  an  edition  in  the 
fifth.  It  has  also  issued  separately  the  New 
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Testament  and  several  important  portions  of 
the  Old  Testament.  This  distribution  of  Cliris- 
tian  literature  has  made  the  Baptist  Press 
an  influential  factor  in  the  establishing  and 
strengthening  of  the  churches  in  Burma. 

Crushing  Fifty  Life  Ambitions 

A  T  Chengtu  in  West  China  fifty  boys  were 
tinned  away  from  the  mission  school 
last  September  because  they  could  not  be  ac¬ 
commodated.  The  missionaries  have  urged 
the  Board  to  allow  them  to  borrow  money  for 
the  erection  of  a  dormitory,  they  themselves 
to  pay  the  interest,  with  the  understanding 
that  the  money  will  be  returned  by  the  Board 
after  three  years.  The  Board  cannot  do  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  way,  but  would  welcome  a  gift 
to  erect  the  much  needed  building.  Think 
of  the  lost  opportunity  of  giving  a  Christian 
training  to  fifty  promising  Chinese  boys. 

The  Transforming  Power  of  the  Gospel 

D  ECENT  reports  from  India  lay  special 
emphasis  upon  evangelistic  results.  In 
the  Kurnool  district  eleven  new  villages  have 
turned  to  Christianity ;  473  converts  were 
baptized  last  year  and  over  a  thousand 
converts  during  the  last  three  years.  The 
church  membership  has  more  than  doubled 
within  this  period  and  has  now  passed  the 
2000  mark.  Our  missionary,  Dr.  Stanton, 
writes:  “This  revival  movement  is  gaining 
force  and  intensity  and  we  know  not  what 
the  end  will  be.  God  is  in  it  and  wonderful 
transformations  are  taking  place.” 


between  now  and  April  1st.  We  are 
confident  that  the  churches  will  not 
fail  to  supply  these  needs  before  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

A  similar  statement  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  March  Bulletin,  showing 
receipts  up  to  March  1st. 


The  Financial  Situation 

A  TTENTION  is  called  to  the  state- 
ment  appearing  on  the  last  page 
showing  the  receipts  by  states  and  dis¬ 
tricts  for  the  work  of  the  Society  up  to 
January  1,  1917.  The  forecast  for  the 
current  fiscal  year,  which  appeared  in 
The  Bulletin  of  October  1,  1916, 
showed  that  including  the  15%  in¬ 
crease  the  income  from  churches  this 
year  must  reach  $487,844.  *  It  will  be 
noted  that  $171,576  or  approximately 
37%  of  the  amount  has  already  been 
received  by  the  Treasurer  and  that 
$319,896  additional  will  be  needed  | 


A  Sunday  School  Tour  of  Japan 

\X/'HAT  could  be  more  attractive  to 
v  *  your  Sunday  school  than  a  winter 
trip  to  beautiful  Japan.  The  foreign 
mission  societies  have  arranged  a  fasci¬ 
nating  study  tour  of  Japan  during  the 
period  beginning' with  the  date  of  this 
Bulletin  and  ending  on  Easter. 

All  supplies  will  be  sent  free  of  charge 
and  include  eight  colored  wall  charts, 
which  would  make  permanent  decora¬ 
tions  on  the  walls  of  the  schoolroom; 
guide  books  for  the  intermediate  and 
senior  departments ;  a  charming  book¬ 
let  of  Japanese  stories  with  pictures  for 
the  primary  department;  Easter  con¬ 
cert  program,  pamphlet  of  suggestions, 
‘‘Fukuin  Maru”  envelopes,  etc.  The 
use  of  this  material  will  not  involve 
more  than  a  few  minutes  each  Sunday 
in  addition  to  the  regular  lesson,  and 
will  add  much  to  the  attractiveness  of 
the  school  hour. 

If  you  desire  something  new  and 
inspiring  in  your  Sunday  school,  it 
will  be  worth  while  to  mail  at  once  a 
request  for  supplies.  The  new  book 
‘‘Our  Neighbor  Japan”  can  also  be 
used  during  this  period.  It  is  especially 
admirable  for  adult  classes  in  Sunday 
schools  and  a  copy  ought  to  be  in  every 
home  in  our  Baptist  constituency. 
Price  15  cents,  postpaid.  Address 
Literature  Department,  Box  41,  Boston, 
Mass.,  or  your  District  Secretary. 
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COPIES  of  The  Bulletin  for  distribution 
in  churches  will  be  furnished  free 
to  pastors  on  application  to  their  Dis¬ 
trict  Secretaries. 
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Financial  Report  January  1,  1917 


District 

Apportionment 

Amount  Received 
by  Jan.  1,  1917 

Percentage  of 
Total  Received 

Amount  Needed  by 
March  31,  1917 

New  England  District 

Maine . 

$10,386.75 

$4,359.67 

41.97 

$6,027.08 

New  Hampshire  .  - 

5,177.00 

2,742.03 

52.98 

2,434.97 

Vermont . 

4,228.00 

1,047.33 

24.77 

3,180.67 

Massachusetts  .  .  .  . 

57,985.00 

16,142.63 

27.84 

41,842.37 

Rhode  Island  ... 

8,464.00 

3,114.00 

36.79 

5,350.00 

Connecticut . 

12,025.25 

3,644.20 

30.31 

8,381.05 

Total . 

98,266.00 

31,049.86 

31.51 

67,216.14 

New  York  District 

New  York . 

92,871.00 

31,054.36 

33.44 

61,816.64 

New  Jersey  (J^)  .  .  . 

11,815.00 

5,746.67 

48.64 

6,068.33 

Total . 

104,686.00 

36,801.03 

35.15 

67,884.97 

Southeastern  District 

^,913.53 

Pist.  Columbia  ... 

3,525.00 

611.47 

17.35 

Delaware  . 

1,178.00 

316.20 

26.84 

861.80 

New  Jersey  iy2)  .  . 

11,815.00 

3,048.29 

25.80 

8,766.71 

Pennsylvania . 

35,100.00 

15,642.87 

44.57 

19,457.13 

Total . 

51,618.00 

19,618.83 

38.01 

31,999.17 

West  Virginia . 

8,678.00 

4,076.58 

46.97 

4,601.42 

Ohio . 

32,357.00 

13,345.62 

41.24 

19,011.38 

Illinois . 

31,500.00 

10,291.07 

32.67 

21,208.93 

Superior  District 

Minnesota  .  .  . 

17,901.00 

3,954.67 

22.09 

13,946.33 

Montana  . 

918.00 

296.25 

32.27 

621.75 

North  Dakota  .... 

1,396.00 

314.60 

22.57 

1,081.40 

South  Dakota  .  .  . 

3,033.00 

556.53 

18.35 

2,476.47 

Total . 

23,248.00 

5,122.05 

22.03 

18,125.95 

Southwestern  District 

Colorado . 

6,987.00 

1,794.36 

25.69 

5,192.64 

Kansas  .  . 

12,896.00 

3,765.77 

29.22 

9,130.23 

Oklahoma  .... 

2,800.00 

140.44 

5.02 

2,659.56 

Wyoming . 

284.00 

51.52 

18.14 

232.48 

Total . 

22,967.00 

5,752.09 

25.05 

17,214.91 

North  Pacific  District 

Idaho  . 

1,150.00 

327.88 

28.51 

822.12 

Oregon  . 

6,786.50 

1,668.93 

24.59 

5,117.57 

Washington,  East  •  . 

2,505.00 

582.92 

23.27 

1,922.08 

Washington,  West  .  . 

5,882.50 

565.08 

9.60 

5,317.42 

Total . 

16,324.00 

3,144.81 

19.26 

13,179.19 

South  Pacific  District 

Arizona . 

658.00 

212.05 

32.23 

445.95 

California,  North  .  .  . 

11,069.00 

2,201.00 

19.88 

8,868.00 

California,  South  .  . 

19,816.00 

6,674.37 

33.68 

13,141.63 

Nevada  . 

225.00 

52.20 

23.20 

172.80 

Utah . 

290.00 

141.29 

48.03 

148.71  ' 

Total . 

32,058.00 

9,280.91 

28.95 

22,777.09 

Iowa . 

15,000.00 

5,441.76 

36.27 

9,558.24 

Nebraska  . 

6,678.00 

2,199.42 

32.91 

4,478.58 

Wisconsin 

6,370.00 

1,850.82 

29.05 

4,519.18 

Michigan . 

17,500.00 

10,228.23 

58.45 

7,271.77 

Missouri . 

10,000.00 

6,270.72 

62.71 

3,729.28 

Indiana . 

14,250.00 

7,129.86 

50.34 

7,120.14 

Total  needed  by  March  31st  $319,896.34 

54  25M-2-1- 1917 


The  Bulletin 

ISSUED  WHENEVER  OCCASION  MAY  REQUIRE  by  the 
AMERICAN  BAPTIST  FOREIGN  MISSION  SOCIETY 
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March  20,  1918  Boston,  Mass. 


“  How  then  shall  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have 
not  believed?  And  how  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom 
they  have  not  heard?  And  how  shall  they  hear  without  a 
preacher?  And  how  shall  they  preach,  except  they  be  sent?” 

Five  Recent  Letters 

The  following  letters  were  recently  received  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Society  in  Boston.  For  obvious  reasons  the  names  are  omitted. 


From  a  Woman  who  Provides  Annually 
the  Entire  Salary  of  a  Missionary 

March  3,  1918. 
Dear  Dr.  Aitchison,  —  Will  you  kindly  let 
me  know  what  the  administration  cost  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  is  by  percentage? 
March  closes  the  year  and  I  will  be  glad  to 
help  a  little  with  the  running  expenses. 

Sincerely  yours, - - 

March  15,  1918. 
Gentlemen,  —  Enclosed  please  find  check 

for  $87.50  covering  salary  of . 

for  the  month  of  March,  also  check  for  $150 
toward  the  administration  expenses  of  the 
Board  for  the  current  fiscal  year. 

Sincerely  yours,  - - - 

From  a  Man  who  Provides  Annually  the 
Entire  Salary  of  a  Missionary 

March  ii,  1918. 
Dear  Dr.  Aitchison,  —  I  received  your  let¬ 
ter  of  March  7,  acknowledging  my  check  for 

$83.34  toward  the  salary  of . 

I  have  been  wondering  if  what  I  am  sending 
fully  covers  his  salary.  As  I  understand  it 
he  has  two  little  ones  now,  and  if  I  am  not 
fully  paying  his  salary  on  that  account,  I 
want  to  do  so.  If  there  has  been  any  change 
recently,  or  is  to  be  any  change  in  his  salary 
in  the  near  future,  please  let  me  know  ex¬ 
actly  what  it  is. 

Very  sincerely  yours,  -  - 


From  a  Man  whose  Generous  Interest  has 
made  possible  a  number  of  important 
buildings  on  several  fields. 

Dear  Dr.  Aitchison, —  I  have  just  received 
a  letter  from .  asking  me  to  for¬ 

ward  another  $1,000  to  you,  on  account  of 

the  new  church  building  at  . 

Please  find  enclosed  my  check  for  that 
amount.  This  according  to  my  account  will 
cause  him  to  have  received  from  me  through 
you  $7,500.  Does  this  correspond  with  the 
account  on  your  books? 

Sincerely  yours,  -  - 

P.  S.  When  you  need  more  please  let  me  know. 

From  the  Pastor  of  a  Church  in  the 
Middle  West  to  a  District  Secretary 

Baptist  Parsonage,  February  18,  1918. 

Dear  Dr.  - ,  —  The  enclosed  check 

added  to  what  has  already  been  forwarded 
and  combined  with  a  few  dollars  yet  to  be 
sent  from  our  Woman’s  Society,  will  make  a 
total  offering  to  our  Foreign  Mission  Society 
from  our  church  about  20  per  cent,  more 
than  our  apportionment.  For  this  we  thank 
God  and  take  courage.  Our  church  is  a  small 
band,  made  up  of  people  in  very  moderate 
circumstances,  but  God  has  given  us  the 
grace  to  do  our  part  in  all  the  multiform 
benevolences  of  this  strenuous  year. 

It  always  makes  me  happy  when  I  can  send 
a  dollar  your  way.  1  hope  you  will  be  our  sec¬ 
retary  as  long  as  I  live. 

Very  sincerely  yours,  - 
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“His  Name  is  Legion” 

E  grew  up  and  received  his  education  in 
the  Hawkeye  State.  After  his  gradua¬ 
tion  from  a  Baptist  college,  he  went  East  for 
his  theological  training.  His  parents  were 
consecrated,  Christian  people,  though  they 
were  not  in  financial  circumstances  to  meet 
the  expense  of  his  education.  He  overcame 
all  obstacles,  however,  and  with  hard  work 
and  studious  habits  won  for  himself,  both 
in  college  and  seminary,  a  place  of  honor 
among  his  fellow  students. 

During  his  seminary  days  he  heard  the 
message  from  representatives  of  the  Student 
Volunteer  Movement.  He  faced,  as  have 
many  other  students,  that  heart-searching 
question,  “  Are  you  willing  to  consecrate 
your  life  to  God  and  to  promise  him  to  serve 
wherever  he  may  want  you,  in  any  part  of 
the  world?  "  After  days  of  struggle  the 
consecration  was  made,  with  the  result  that 
in  1895  he  sailed  for  foreign  parts  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  under  appointment  of  the  American 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Society. 

As  he  looked  forward  to  his  service  abroad, 
his  heart  was  filled  with  that  joy  which  is 
known  only  to  those  who  have  passed  through 
the  psychological  and  spiritual  experience  of 
such  a  consecration.  He  made  many  valu¬ 
able  acquaintances  with  pastors  and  members 
of  churches  which  he  visited  on  his  way  to  the 
field.  There  was  a  glamor  and  romance  about 
the  leave-taking  from  the  home  land.  The 
contrast  when  he  came  face  to  face  with 
heathenism  was  sharp.  When  surrounded 
by  multitudes  upon  multitudes  of  peoples 
whose  training,  customs  and  racial  traits 
were  all  so  new  and  strange  and  trying,  he 
was  forced  to  face  such  questions  as  these: 
“  Am  I  equal  to  this?  ”  “  What  can  one 

man  and  his  wife  do  to  break  down  this 
ignorance,  superstition,  immorality  and  prej¬ 
udice?  ”  “  Can  the  gospel  of  Christ  remedy 

such  conditions?  ” 

He  is  now  known  as  one  of  our  devoted 
and  efficient  missionaries.  That  his  heart 
and  mind  have  never  wavered  from  the  full 
consecration  to  God  for  missionary  service, 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  when  at  home 
on  his  first  furlough  he  was  offered,  but  de¬ 
clined  to  accept,  the  presidency  of  his  alma 
mater.  He  continues  to  labor  and  sacrifice 


to  give  Christ  to  the  benighted  people  of 
that  far  away-land. 

During  the  years  he  has  written  again  and 
again  to  the  board  and  to  friends,  urgently 
requesting  adequate  support  for  his  work, 
so  that  his  life  could  be  used  among  the 
people  to  whom  he  ministers  to  its  utmost 
capacity  for  Christ  and  his  kingdom.  That 
he  might  be  relieved  of  details,  which  should 
not  consume  the  time  of  a  missionary  occupy¬ 
ing  the  relation  to  the  mission  which  he  sus¬ 
tains,  he  has  requested  a  typewriter,  a  ste¬ 
nographer,  an  automobile,  and  a  dormitory 
for  student  work.  The  city  in  which  he 
labors  has  a  population  of  more  than  500,000. 
It  covers  an  area  of  twenty-nine  square  miles. 
The  only  means  of  travel  are  a  horse  and 
buggy-  The  average  speed  of  a  horse  is 
eight  miles  a  day.  He  still  labors  on  with¬ 
out  a  stenographer,  typewriter,  automobile, 
or  the  much  needed  dormitory.  And  why? 
Because  “  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  ” 
him.  He  sees  as  never  before  that  in  Christ 
is  the  only  hope  for  the  land  in  which  he  lives. 

“  And,”  do  you  ask,  “  who  is  this  man?  ” 

His  name  is  Legion,  for  there  are  many.” 

One  missionary  writes:  “  Our  evangelistic 
work  needs  more  money.  Preaching  the 
gospel  to  the  heathen  is  undermanned  and 
underfinanced  continually.  If  necessary,  let 
our  salaries  be  reduced,  but  why  should  the 
work  of  Christ  suffer?  The  Christians  need 
instruction;  they  must  have  it.  We  must 
give  them  preachers  and  teachers,  even 
though  we  have  to  use  large  sums  from  our 
own  salary  in  doing  so.”  Another,  asking 
for  the  support  of  a  native  minister,  writes: 
“  He  is  the  only  preacher  in  a  township  of 
50,000  people.  The  privilege  of  supporting 
him  is  surely  of  great  value  to  some  one.” 

Rev.  J.  A.  Curtis  of  Donakonda,  South 
India,  the  Nellore  District,  writes:  “  It  is  im¬ 
possible  to  take  care  of  the  outfit  of  our 
stations  from  the  general  funds  of  the  society. 
The  most  discouraging  circumstances  in 
my  missionary  horizon  is  that  after  thirteen 
years  at  Donakonda  with  nothing  but  our 
house,  we  must  go  back  to  another  term  of 
service  with  small  prospect  of  any  equipment 
but  a  $500  school  house.” 

From  Tharrawaddy,  Burma,  our  mission¬ 
ary,  Rev.  H.  Marshall,  cries  for  reenforce¬ 
ments  among  the  1,102,000  Karen  people 
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where  practically  none  but  Baptists  are 
working.  They  have  twelve  Karen  stations 
with  860  churches,  53,235  church  members, 
with  nine  seventh-standard  schools  and  three 
high  schools,  and  only  thirteen  missionaries 
whose  combined  age  is  749  years,  or  an 
average  of  fifty-seven  and  a  half  years. 
These  men  have  rendered  a  total  of  374  years 
of  service,  or  an  average  of  28.8  years  each. 
Adequate  equipment  and  new  missionaries 
are  sorely  needed.  New  stations  should  be 
opened  but  cannot  be  until  the  missionary 
force  is  greatly  enlarged. 

There  is  a  little  grave  in  the  Chin  Hills  at 
Haka,  Burma,  where  Rev.  J.  H.  Cope  and 
his  wife  labored  for  several  years.  They 
hoped  and  prayed  for  reenforcements  for 
their  station  and  especially  for  a  doctor,  but 
because  no  medical  assistance  was  at  hand 
the  little  lad,  Harry,  three  years  of  age,  could 
not  be  saved.  This  story  speaks  for  itself. 

Rev.  J.  E.  Tanquist,  of  Kohima,  Assam, 
writes:  “  Kohima  is  on  the  main  road  be¬ 
tween  Assam  and  Burma,  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment  for  the  entire  region  occupied  by  the 
Naga  tribes.  Fully  100,000  Nagas  are  within 
easy  reach  of  the  mission  and  no  other 
mission  is  attempting  to  do  anything  toward 
giving  them  the  gospel. 

“  In  comparing  these  100,000  people  with 
the  same  number  at  home  we  must  remember 
the  home  people  are  literate,  educated  to  the 
use  of  medicine  and  have  a  preparatory 
knowledge  of  gospel  truth.  There  is  at 
least  five  times  as  much  work  and  time  in¬ 
volved  in  the  evangelization  of  100,000 
people  speaking  different  languages  in  Assam 
as  there  would  be  in  dealing  with  a  like 
number  of  people  in  America.  Yet  for  forty 
years  all  this  work  has  been  left  to  one  mis¬ 
sionary  family.” 

Of  the  $100,000  required  to  purchase  land 
and  erect  buildings  for  our  Christian  schools 
at  Jorhat,  where  native  leaders  are  to  be 
trained  for  all  our  twelve  Assam  missions, 
833,000  is  needed  at  once.  It  was  a  great 
trial  to  our  missionary,  Rev.  C.  H.  Tilden, 
to  be  obliged  to  return  to  his  work  a  few 
months  ago  with  only  a  few  hundred  dollars 
in  sight  for  the  work  at  Jorhat. 

Dr.  Groesbeck,  of  Chaoyang,  South  China, 
recently  wrote:  11  If  we  cannot  get  money 
for  Swatow  Academy  and  for  Kaying  Acad¬ 
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emy  I  do  not  see  what  we  arc  to  do.  The 
theological  school  at  Swatow  is  absolutely 
full  of  academy  students.  Two  bodies  can¬ 
not  occupy  the  same  space  even  in  China. 
We  now  have  the  students  and  will  have 
more.  We  have  prayed  and  labored  fifty 
years  for  this  day,  and  now  it  has  come  we 
do  not  know  what  to  do  with  it.  This  comes 
pretty  near  to  handing  back  to  the  Lord  his 
blessing  and  telling  him  we  can’t  use  it  in  our 
business.”  He  goes  on  to  say:  “  In  the  old 
days  when  we  had  to  wait  seven  years  for  a 
convert,  work  had  its  sorrows  but  also  its 
appeal.  Now  that  they  crowd  our  doors  and 
ask  for  the  privilege  of  studying  in  Christian 
schools,  are  the  churches  in  America  to  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  cry?  ” 

Another  missionary  who  lives  sixty-eight 
miles  —  three  days’  journey  each  way  — 
from  the  nearest  doctor  and  from  the  city 
where  he  procures  his  supplies,  has  lost  two 
sons  because  medical  help  could  not  be  se¬ 
cured  in  time.  They  have  no  telegraph, 
telephones  or  railroads.  In  his  appeal  for 
an  auto  he  said:  “  God  has  given  us  back 
two  fine  boys.  Shall  we  have  to  sacrifice 
them  in  the  same  way?  We  are  willing 
to  make  the  greatest  sacrifice,  but  we  would 
like  to  do  all  we  can  for  our  loved  ones.” 

And  yet  in  the  face  of  such  appeals  the 
cut  of  ten  per  cent  which  our  society  was 
obliged  to  make  in  1916  in  its  appropriation 
to  some  of  our  missions  has  not  yet  been 
restored  to  all  the  stations.  This  cut  meant 
curtailment  of  work,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following.  “  As  a  result  of  the  cut  we  had  to 
close  one  school.”  And  in  so  doing  promising 
boys  are  being  deprived  of  the  privilege  and 
blessing  of  a  Christian  education.  “  In 
order  not  to  turn  students  away  from  the 
seminary,  we  were  obliged  to  decrease  our 
appropriation  to  the  Chinese  churches.  The 
support  of  young  men  in  preparation  for  the 
ministry  is  as  important  as  any  work  we  have 
in  hand.”  “  We  have  prayed  for  years,” 
writes  one  missionary,  “  for  more  men  for 
the  ministry,  and  now  when  they  are  coming 
our  appropriation  is  reduced.” 

If  we  would  put  together  the  immediate 
needs  the  total  would  be  considerably  above 
$500,000,  not  one  dollar  of  which  can  be 
taken  from  the  regular  current  budget  of  the 
year.  Why?  Because  (1)  our  churches 
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have  never  yet  raised  the  full  amount  ap¬ 
portioned  to  them,  and  (2)  the  work  for 
which  provision  is  made  in  our  regular  budget 
must  be  taken  care  of  first.  Have  we  not  as 
a  denomination  been  afraid  to  ask  for  larger 
things?  Be  that  as  it  may,  Northern  Bap¬ 
tists  are  now  facing  a  new  day.  Churches 
and  individuals  are  going  to  do  vastly  larger 
things  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  call  of  this  hour  is  for  the  consecration 
to  God  of  the  richest  resources  of  men  and 
money  which  the  church  of  Christ  has  pro¬ 
duced.  To  fail  to  hear  and  heed  this  call 
now  —  not  after  the  war  is  over,  but  now  — 
will  be  an  evidence  of  infidelity  on  the  part 
of  the  church  which  we  dare  not  allow  the 
world  to  witness,  and  from  which  delinquent 
churches  cannot  survive.  “  He  that  saveth 
his  life  shall  lose  it.” 

We  are  ranked  among  one  of  the  five  lead¬ 
ing  denominations  of  the  world.  Our  church 
members  have  been  increasing.  We  have 
the  men  and  women  who  are  able  to  re¬ 
enforce  our  mission  stations  and  help  carry 
the  burdens  of  our  missionaries.  Then,  too, 
God  has  given  to  us  Baptists  a  reasonable 
proportion  of  the  wealth  of  our  land.  But 
what  are  our  churches  which  have  sent  out 
those  missionaries  doing?  During  the  last 
ten  years,  for  the  support  of  all  the  foreign 
mission  work  of  our  two  societies,  the  average 
gift  from  churches,  Sunday-schools,  young 
people’s  societies  and  women’s  societies  has 
been  one  cent  per  member  per  week.  What  a 
record!  Here  in  the  United  States  we  have 
one  minister  to  every  700  people.  In  non- 
Christian  lands  the  appalling  proportion  is 
more  than  700,000  who  have  not  heard  the 
gospel  to  every  one  missionary  sent  to  preach 
that  gospel.  These  foreign  fields  have  one 
medical  missionary  for  every  2,500,000, 
while  we  in  the  United  States  have  one  doctor 
for  every  600  people. 

Can  any  man  produce  an  argument  which 
will  justify  the  leaders  of  Christian  enter¬ 
prises  in  making  such  an  unequal  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  kingdom’s  resources  of  men  and  of 
money  as  is  now  being  made  in  the  conduct 
of  foreign  mission  work? 

I  am  not  pleading  for  the  reduction  by  one 
man  or  by  one  dollar  of  the  support  given  to 
all  our  great  home  mission  enterprises.  I  am 
appealing  for  an  immediate  and  adequate 
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provision  for  the  support  of  our  foreign  work. 
The  whole  country'  is  now  thinking,  acting 
and  sacrificing  for  the  sake  of  securing  an 
adequate  basis  upon  which  to  do  our  duty  in 
the  present  world  war.  Is  it  not  time  we 
began  to  think  and  plan  for  our  foreign  mis¬ 
sion  work  on  a  war  basis? 

Between  now  and  the  period  which  marks 
the  end  of  our  Five-Year  Program  the 
Foreign  Mission  Society  will  need  at  least 
ten  millions  of  dollars  to  carry  on  its  work 
in  an  efficient  and  effective  manner. 

It  costs  more  to  do  missionary  work  during 
these  war  times.  But  no  matter  what  the 
cost  we  must  not  think  of  diminishing  our 
efforts.  Our  budget  for  1918-19  will,  of 
necessity,  have  to  be  greatly  increased  in 
order  to  do  the  same  amount  of  work.  We 
are  not  now  making  adequate  provision  for 
the  work  we  are  attempting  to  ylo.  Our 
work  is  suffering  greatly  at  many  points,  and 
some  of  our  missionaries  are  breaking  under 
their  heavy  burdens.  Is  the  continuance  of 
such  a  policy  justifiable  or  necessary? 

Is  it  not  high  time  for  us  Baptists  to  do 
something  worthy  of  our  heritage?  In  this 
crisis-period  of  the  world’s  history  can  we  not 
afford  to  lay  aside  for  the  time  being  all 
merely  denominational  questions  concerning 
which  there  is  bound  to  be  honest  difference 
of  opinion,  and  center  our  energies  upon 
furnishing  the  money  and  the  men  needed  to 
give  Christ  to  this  maimed,  bleeding  and 
heart-hungry  world?  Will  not  a  great 
many  questions  lose  themselves  in  our  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  larger  task? 

We  suggest  the  following  objective  for  each 
church: 

1.  Our  church  will  go  “  over  the  top  ”  in 
all  apportionments  this  year. 

2.  Our  church  will  give  itself  to  devout 
intercession  that  the  Lord  of  the  harvest 
may  raise  up  workers  and  that  our  denomi¬ 
nation  may  assume  its  full  part  of  the  world’s 
work  in  this  crucial  hour. 

What  could  we  do  just  now  that  would 
more  thoroughly  hearten  our  missionaries 
and  help  speed  the  new  day  in  Baptist  his¬ 
tory  for  which  we  are  all  longing? 

“The  call  of  God  is  so  unmistakably 
clear  and  so  imperative  that  the  only 
course  for  an  obedient  church  is  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  sustained  advance.” 


